CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

who have founded religious systems : we
have records of his philosophical views,
important even though fragmentary, while
vivid descriptions of his experiences have
been transmitted to us in his own words,
which have escaped the modifying influence
of tradition at second hand. Muhammed
had an indefinite idea of the word of God
as known to him from other religions.
He was unable to realise this idea effectively
except as an immediate revelation ; hence
throughout the Qoran he represents God
as speaking in the first person and himself
appears as the interlocutor. Even direct
commands to the congregation are intro-
duced by the stereotyped " speak " ; it
was of primary importance that the Qoran
should be regarded as God's word and not
as man's. This fact largely contributed to
secure an uncontaminated transmission of
the text, which seems also to have been
left by Muhammed himself in definite form.
Its intentional obscurity of expression does
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